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Map of Rome
MAP OF ROME: This  map is a guide to 
everywhere that  is included inside of this 
travel guide.  It  has every restaurant and 
attraction that you will want to visit, and   
be sure to  mark locations on the map that 
you will want to visit again in the future. 
By doing this, it will save you time and the 
trouble of finding it all over again. With 
that being said, we hope that you enjoy 
your stay here, and have a wonderful time!
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SECTION 1: THINGS TO DO
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ROME: Considered the center of the world 
for centuries, it ’s the birthplace of Caesar, 
home to the Catholic Church, full of ruins, 
history, and some delicious food! Rome is 
like no place else on earth. You’ll walk down 
the street and see modern buildings next 
to ruins dating back thousands of years. 

Visiting Rome is like stepping back in time and 
it’s a wonderful experience that will show you 
the history of the modern world while giving 
you some of the best food you’ve ever had in 
your life (I particularly love Trastevere for food). 

Everyone comes through Rome! Backpack-
ing here is popular with travelers on Eurotrips; 
budget travelers make it their base; history 
buffs come here to explore the ruins, couples 
visit Rome on honeymoons, and the glam set 

take part in the high life here! Peak season is 
during the summer, from June to September. 
You’ll be constantly competing for views at 
Rome’s main tourist attractions, but the weather 
is also fantastic during these months (although 
sometimes unbearably hot). In August, tem-
peratures can be as high as 89°F (32°C) per day.

It is recommended to visit during the shoulder 
season, which is from April to May. It’s slightly 
less chaotic than the summer months, and the 
temperature is pleasant 64°F (18°C) most days.

Rome is a very safe place to backpack and 
travel – even if you’re traveling solo or even as 
a solo female traveler. But petty theft is most 
definitely a problem here. Pickpockets are 
very active around Rome’s main attractions 
such as the Colosseum and St. Peter’s Square.

Rome
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CITY LIFE: Modern Rome has two distinct 
characters: the historic center and the city 
beyond it. Most travelers stay in the historic 
center, a web of 17th-century orange town-
houses, marble fountains and majestic ruins. 

City Life
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STAYING IN ROME: This is a gorgeous, com-
plicated, chaotic city filled with beauty and art 
and fountains and screaming motorbikes. For 
many travelers, Rome is their first foray into Italy 
— and what an introduction it is. But first things 
first: what is the best area to stay in Rome?

It’s hard to write an introduction to the city be-
cause everything to be said about Rome has 
seemingly already been said during its 2,772-
year history. The Roman Empire defined west-
ern culture and shaped our world and we are 
still feeling the effects of their influences today.

That’s a pretty impressive resume for just 
one city. But what does it mean for your 
trip? As a visitor it can be challenging to nar-
row down the best places to stay in Rome.

The best place to stay in Rome depends on who 
you are as a traveler and your travel goals. Some 
people like to be close to the main attractions, 
some people prefer to have a quiet, neighbor-
hood-like atmosphere, and some people want to 
be surrounded by the best restaurants in town.

What are the best places to stay in Rome 
overall? We recommend three properties 
in particular, one high-end luxury hotel, 
one mid-range property, and one hostel.

Rome may be eternal, but it ’s not lack-
ing for diversity, especially when it comes 
to its dif ferent neighborhoods. A lot of 
people think travel insurance is an unnec-
essary expense. Travel insurance is vital.

Staying in Rome
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GETTING THERE:  Rome Airport, also named 
Leonardo da Vinci-Fiumicino Airport (IATA: FCO; 
ICAO: LIRF), is the major international airport of 
the city of Rome and the largest airport of Italy. It 
is located in Fiumicino, a town 35 km southwest 
from Rome city centre. Fiumicino Airport is a hub 

for Alitalia, Alitalia CityLiner and Vueling, and a 
focus city for Blue Panorama Airlines, Poste Air 
Cargo, Neos, Norwegian Air Shuttle and Ryanair. 
FCO Airport is named after Leonardo da Vinci, 
who in 1480 designed the first proto helicopter.

Rome Airport consists of 4 passenger terminals: 
1, 2, 3 and 5, although currently there are only two 
operative; Terminal 1 and Terminal 3.

Terminal 1

Operates with domestic and Schengen flights.

Terminal 3

Operates with domestic, Schengen and 
Non-Schengen flights.

Terminal 5

Closed due to revamping works.

Bus: There are several bus options to connect 
Rome Airport with Rome city centre and other 
places around. 

Taxi: The ride from Rome Airport to Rome city 
centre takes between 40 and 60 minutes by taxi.

Train: Leonardo Express is the direct train that 
connects Rome Airport with the city centre.

Car Rental: Rent a car in Rome Airport. 

Getting There
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WHERE TO STAY: Rome may be an ancient 
city, but its hotel scene is as up-to-date as 
befits the capital of Italy. A high-minded hos-
tel that’s halfway to being a hotel, the oppor-
tunity to bed down in a former monastery, a 
couple of private penthouse residences with 

discreet, as-you-please service, and plenty 
of blow-out, luxury abodes: the city’s options 
span an eclectic mix of design, glamour, and 
all-out Italian inspiration. We pick some of 
the best hotels in Rome for your next trip. 

Where to Stay

Gran Meliá Rome $$

Rome in summer is glorious, and there’s nowhere 
better to bed down than at the Gran Meliá Rome, 
a five-star property on the banks of the Tiber, not 
far from Vatican City. An olive tree-lined drive 
takes you past manicured gardens to a vast pala-
zzo with a soaring entrance. Inside, the staff mag-
ically whisk your bags to your room.

Nobildonne Relais $$

Nobildonne Relais is a thing of wonder. Make your 
way through the internal courtyard, and you’ll find 
this is no guesthouse; rather, it’s the Roman pal-
ace that you were born to have. Francesco, Mar-
tina and Giulia will welcome you and pass you the 
keys to your new digs.

Hotel de Russie, A Rocco Forte Hotel $$$ 

The 120-room hotel just off Piazza del Popolo mix-
es Art Deco–tinged nods to Rome’s classical past 
with jazzy homages to Picasso and ballet legend 
Nijinsky. They’re commemorated in signature 
suites, as is Giuseppe Valadier, the architect be-
hind the garden. The kitchen is overseen by chef 
Fulvio Pierangelini. Doubles from $440.

Elizabeth Unique Hotel $$

A privately owned hotel, it’s part of the Elizabeth 
Lifestyle brand; but what makes this property ac-
tually unique is its collaboration with Galleria Rus-
so. The location, in the very center of the center of 
Rome, sets it apart, too: The hotel is within a com-
fortable walking distance of most cultural sites.
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TRAVEL FEES:  How much money will you 
need for your trip to Rome? You should 
plan to spend around €131 ($155) per day 
on your vacation in Rome, which is the av-
erage daily price based on the expenses 
of other visitors. Past travelers have spent, 
on average, €37 ($44) on meals for one 
day and €17 ($20) on local transportation. 

Also, the average hotel price in Rome for a 
couple is €134 ($158). So, a trip to Rome for 
two people for one week costs on average 
€1,830 ($2,166).A vacation to Rome for one 
week usually costs around €915 for one per-
son. So, a trip to Rome for two people costs 
around €1,830 for one week. A trip for two 
weeks for two people costs €3,659 in Rome. 

If you’re traveling as a family of three or four 
people, the price person often goes down 
because kid’s tickets are cheaper and hotel 
rooms can be shared. If you travel slower 

over a longer period of time then your daily 
budget will also go down. Two people trav-
eling together for one month in Rome can 
often have a lower daily budget per person 
than one person traveling alone for one week.

The average price for one person for accom-
modation in Rome is €67. For two people shar-
ing a typical double-occupancy hotel room, 
the average price for a hotel room in Rome 
is €134. The cost of a taxi ride in Rome is sig-
nificantly more than public transportation. On 
average, past travelers have spent €17 per per-
son, per day, on local transportation in Rome. 

Entertainment and activities in Rome typically 
cost an average of €29 per person, per day. 
This includes fees paid for admission tickets to 
museums and attractions, day tours, and other 
sightseeing expenses. The average price for 
Tips and Handouts in Rome is €24 per day. The 
usual amount for a tip in Rome is 5% - 15%..

Travel Fees
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SECTION 2: PLACES TO EAT 
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ROMAN DINING: Roman cuisine is defined by 
a unique set of ingredients, techniques, and 
dishes that set it apart from the food of all other 
Italian cities. While the traditional trattorias and 
osterias still dominate the dining options and 
serve a predictable (if delicious) litany of spe-
cialties such as cacio e pepe (pasta with pecori-
no Romano and black pepper), carbonara (pas-
ta with egg, cured pork jowl or belly, pecorino, 
and black pepper), roasted lamb, and assorted 
offal, there are now an increasing number of 
alternatives, from fast-food riffs on local reci-
pes to international flavors and neo-trattorias.

Though the past decade has seen some se-
rious shifts in local dining habits, generally 
speaking, lunch is served from 12:30 until 3 
p.m. (with a final seating around 2:15 p.m.) and 
dinner from 7:30 until 11 p.m. (with a final seat-
ing around 10:15 p.m.). Consider booking at 
least a few days in advance, except at the most 
sought-after spots, like Armando al Pantheon 
and Salumeria Roscioli, where a few weeks’ no-
tice is recommended. You’ll definitely want to 
map out your meals in advance unless you want 
to learn firsthand just how outdated the myth 
you can’t have a bad meal in Rome actually is.

Roman Dining
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DINING COSTS: Prices Per Person

$ = Less than €15 (less than USD 16)

$$ = €16 - €39 (USD 18 to USD 44)

$$$ = €40 - €66 (USD 45 to USD 73)

$$$$ = More than €66 (more than USD 74)

Dining Costs
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LA PICCOLA CUCCAGNA - RISTORANTE; Campo de’ Fiori
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EXPECTATIONS: While meal prices in Rome 
can vary, the average cost of food in Rome is 
€37 per day. Based on the spending habits of 
previous travelers, when dining out an average 
meal in Rome should cost around €15 per per-
son. Breakfast prices are usually a little cheap-
er than lunch or dinner. The price of food in 
sit-down restaurants in Rome is often higher 
than fast food prices or street food prices. 

Food and drinks in Rome can be tricky. The 
main hotel areas in the city are jammed with 
places well located for tourists, with English 
menus out front. These places tend to be no-

ticeably more expensive than their more-local 
counterparts, so one of the tricks for saving 
money is to get away from the tourist districts 
and explore the local neighborhoods a bit.

Rome is one of those must-visit cities and 
the Italians know it so things tend to be 
more expensive than you might expect. 
Hotels in particular are strangely pricey for 
this part of Europe, though some cheaper 
options are available in the slightly seedy 
area near the Termini train station. There are 
plenty of hostels so finding a bed is rarely a 
problem, especially if you book in advance.

Expectations



3130 FALL 2020FALL 2020 ROMEROME

P laces  to Eat
PLACES TO EAT: You came to Rome to see 
monumental world wonders like the Colosseum 
and the Pantheon, to gaze slack-jawed at centu-
ries-old works of art, to stroll beautiful piazzas 
and eat gelato. You did NOT come to Rome to 
order cheap frozen fare and sour house wine 
from a menu that’s been poorly translated into 
six different languages. You’re better than that.

It’s been a long hot day of obligatory sightseeing 
in Rome’s centro storico; your mission now is to 
guiltlessly scarf down heaps of pasta in an estab-
lishment that’s not a total tourist hellhole. Here are 
the best spots to grab a bite, a glass of vino, and 
actually legit gelato in Rome’s city center -- it will 
taste good, and there might even be locals there! 

Armando al Pantheon $$

This is a family run traditional trattoria right next 
to the Pantheon that focuses on Roman pasta 
classics like cacio e pepe, carbonara, pajata (the 
sauce is made with intestines), and when in sea-
son, Roman-style artichokes. The wine list is spec-
tacular; all of the wines are sourced from around 
Italy with a bottle for every price range. 

Colline Emiliane $$

Colline Emiliane specializes in cuisine from Emil-
ia-Romagna, a region in northern Italy with argu-
ably the best food in the country. The focus here 
is on perfectly-made egg pasta, so thinly rolled it 
feels like satin. This is hands down the best restau-
rant near the Trevi Fountain. 

Emma $$ 

For the the best pizzeria in the center of Rome, 
head to Emma. The dough is sourced from the 
expert bakers at Roscioli bakery, and the toppings 
are sourced from local vendors. The result is a 
high-quality pizza. A huge bonus is Emma is open 
at lunch seven days a week, which is not common 
in Rome, where pizza is a nighttime meal. 

Retrobottega $$

Located near The Pantheon, this quirky chic spot 
focuses on ingredients and creativity, with a menu 
that changes daily with the seasons. Pasta dishes 
are excellent and made by hand, and the wine list 
is well-curated with small, natural producers. Plus 
it’s open all day.
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SECTION 3: ATTTRACTIONS
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OVERVIEW & FEES: The attractions in Rome are 
quite reasonable and many of them are actually 
free, so this isn’t a city that will cost a fortune ev-
ery time you want to go see something. The few 
famous ones that do charge are well worth it any-
way. Some attractions, most notably the Vatican 

Museum tour, have very long queues, and going 
early in the day is recommended. If you are in a 
hurry then you’ll probably want to look into the 
Rome & Vatican Pass, which allows you to skip the 
long queues and comes with a bus tour as well.

Overview& Fees

City Sightseeing Bus Tour $

These popular tours leave frequently from in front 
of the Termini Railway Station, and pass all the 
major sights in Rome.

Rome Colosseum $

The most famous sight in Rome is worth a visit, 
but go early or look into ways of buying tickets 
elsewhere. Ticket includes Roman Forum and 
Palatine Hill as well.

Pantheon $ 

This ancient church is one of Rome’s many free 
sights. Everyone can access this ancient, beautiful 
site that has stood the test of time.

Vatican Museum $

Another can’t-miss attraction, which includes the 
Sistine Chapel, a must-see attraction.
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THE COLOSSEUM: Even though the line of 
tourists can seem endless, the Colosseum is 
not to be missed. It is nearly 2,000 years old 
and was the largest amphitheater in the entire 
Roman Empire. Admission is €12 ($13.50 USD). 
It’s open 8:30am until one hour before sunset. 

Located just east of the Roman Forum, the 
massive stone amphitheater known as the 
Colosseum was commissioned around A.D. 
70-72 by Emperor Vespasian of the Flavi-
an dynasty as a gift to the Roman people. 

Up until the 18th century it was used as a source 
of building materials. Though two-thirds of the 
original Colosseum has been destroyed over 
time, the amphitheater remains a popular 

tourist destination, as well as an iconic sym-
bol of Rome and its long, tumultuous history.

The Colosseum saw some four centuries 
of active use, until the struggles of the 
Western Roman Empire and the gradu-
al change in public tastes put an end to 
gladiatorial combats and other large pub-
lic entertainments by the 6th century A.D. 

In the centuries to come, the Colosseum 
was abandoned completely, and used as a 
quarry for numerous building projects, in-
cluding the cathedrals of St. Peter and St. 
John Lateran, the Palazzo Venezia and de-
fense fortifications along the Tiber River. 

The Colosseum
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ST PETER’S BASILICA: St Peter’s Basilica 
in Rome is one of the world’s holiest catho-
lic shrines, visited by thousands of pilgrims 
and tourists every month.  Built upon the 
tomb of St Peter, this splendid church is a 
magnificent must-see for visitors to Rome.

The history behind the creation of St. Peter’s 
Cathedral in Rome is almost as amazing as 
the building itself. After the first Basilica was 
knocked down, it took over 100 years to re-
build, and some of the most famous archi-
tects of the time contributed to its design. 

If you are planning a visit to Rome, then you 
can’t miss St Peter’s Basilica. Situated in the 
Vatican City, you can visit the Basilica and 
also the Sistine Chapel and the Vatican Mu-
seums. There is so much to see, and many 
photo opportunities; be sure to do your 

research so that you don’t miss anything. 

Situated on Vatican Hill in the UNESCO world 
heritage site of Vatican City, St Peter’s Basili-
ca dominates the skyline of Rome and attracts 
millions of visitors from all over the world. 

It has a capacity of over 60,000 people, cov-
ers 22,300 square meters and is one of the 
world’s largest churches. You can climb the 
491 stairs to the top of Michelangelo’s dome. 
A church only becomes a basilica when the 
pope designates it, usually because of histor-
ical significance or if it houses sacred relics. 

Globally, there are over 1,400 minor basilicas; 
however, St Peter’s Basilica is one of only four 
Major Basilicas in the world. St Peter’s Basilica 
achieved its basilica status due to being built 
on the site where St Peter was buried in 64 AD.

St. Peter’s  Basilica
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With over 6 million annual visitors, the Vatican Museums are one of the most-pop-
ular attractions in Rome. Established by Pope Julius II during the sixteenth century, 
it houses thousands of works of art. The origins of these museums go back to 1503, 
the year in which the recently named Pope Julius II donated his private collection.

“THE MOST-POPULAR 
ATTRACTION IN ROME.”

Trevi Fountain is the most beautiful fountain in Rome. Measuring some 20 
meters in width by 26 meters in height, Trevi Fountain is also the largest 
fountain in the city. Interestingly enough, the name of Trevi derives from Tre 
Vie (three ways), since the fountain was the meeting point of three streets.

“THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 
FOUNTAIN IN ROME.”



ROMAN FORUM: Few sites are so filled 
with a sense of history as the Roman Fo-
rum, where, for many centuries, the fate of 
Europe was decided. This area, and its re-
mains of once-important buildings, are still 
impressive even to 21st-century visitors.

The Forum is so vast, and often crowded, that 
it’s difficult to make sense of it or know what 
happened where. That’s why a tour using a 
headset with an expert guide is helpful, so 
you can listen as you snap photos and ap-
preciate the grandeur of one of Rome’s most 
popular and important tourist attractions.

For more than a thousand years, the might 
of Rome, the magnificence of Roman art, 
and Roman law and religion found expres-
sion here and radiated throughout Europe 

and beyond. The first buildings here were 
temples, followed by public buildings.

This combination soon made the area 
the political center of the city. Commerce 
soon joined religion and government, 
with the building of market halls that 
made the Forum the center of all pub-
lic activity, not just for Rome, but for an 
increasingly large part of the continent.

By the end of the Imperial Period, the 
Forum was a densely built-up complex. 
This is further complicated by layers of 
later churches and fortresses that were 
built amid the ancient remains. The area 
served as a quarry of building stone and a 
cow pasture until 18th- and 19th-century.

Roman Forum
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VATICAN CITY: The Vatican City is the world’s 
smallest sovereign state and is situated entirely 
within the city of Rome. Many visitors come for re-
ligious reasons, but you don’t have to be a Cath-
olic to appreciate this extraordinary destination.

Crowds can make a visit to Vatican City. Join 
the queues and follow the masses through 
the Vatican Museums to see an astonishing 
collection of paintings by the likes of Raphael 
and Giotto in the Pinacoteca Vaticana. You’ll 
also find extraordinary artefacts from classi-
cal antiquity, as well as museums dedicated to 
older finds from the Etruscans and Egyptians.

Famed sights include the colossal monument 
to Catholicism that is St Peter’s Basilica and the 
Vatican Palace, where the Pope resides. Inside 

his lavish abode lies the legendary Sistine Chap-
el, which lays claim to the most famous ceiling in 
the world. Crane your head to marvel at Michel-
angelo’s magnum opus, The Last Judgement. 

Did you know that approximately 19,000 
people visit the Vatican every day? It can 
get pretty hectic but there are some ways 
around the crowds. All you have to do is plan 
ahead or hire a local expert. The early start 
of the Vatican being established was with 
Constantine’s St. Peter’s Basilica which stood 
where the current Basilica stands today. 

Jesus gave Simon the name Peter  After Con-
stantine legalized Christianity in 313 AD 
with the Edict of Milan he got started quick-
ly on building the church Jesus referred to. 

Vatican City
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ST. PETERS SQUARE; Vatican City
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SEE OUR  SCULPTURE: Roman Sculpture, with artists from across a huge empire and changing 
public tastes over centuries, is above all else, remarkable for its sheer variety and eclectic mix. 

It would take a lifetime to soak in all of the culture and art that Rome has to offer, but 
there are some standout masterpieces that those who appreciate fine art ought to see.

See Our Sculpture
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TREVI FOUNTAIN: The Trevi Fountain or Fon-
tana di Trevi tops the list of the most celebrated 
fountains in Rome, if not the world. An iconic 
symbol of the city, it’s a top free attraction (ex-
cept for the coin you may want to toss in), drawing 
an estimated 1,200 people to the site every hour.

Located in Rome’s historic center, the foun-
tain sits on a small square near the intersec-
tions of Via della Stamperia, Via di S. Vincenzo, 
and Via del Lavatore. The closest Metro stop 
is Barberini, although if you want to see the 
Spanish Steps, you could certainly get off at 
the Spagna Metro stop and walk from Piazza 
di Spagna to the fountain in about 10 minutes.

From daytime until past midnight, thou-
sands of tourists crowd around the Trevi’s 
wide basin to catch a glimpse of this fantas-
tical marble creation of mermen, seahors-
es, and tumbling pools, all presided over by 

Oceanus, the divine personification of the sea.

Tourists often visit the Trevi Fountain to take 
part in a ritual coin toss. It’s said that if you 
throw a coin into the Trevi Fountain, your 
return to the Eternal City is assured. A sec-
ond coin launched promises you’ll find love. 
A third is supposed to guarantee marriage. 

To do the coin toss correctly, face away from 
the fountain, hold the coin in your right hand 
and toss it over your left shoulder. Of course, 
the best time to visit Trevi Fountain is when the 
crowds are at their lightest. This means avoid 
midday and late afternoons when the area 
around the fountain is cramped and congested. 

If you can get there at twilight, you’ll find that 
the evening glow and the dramatic effects of 
the lighting create a heavenly and romantic at-
mosphere. Early morning is also a great time 
to be there, as the piazza is quiet and serene.

Trevi Fountain
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SANT’ ANGELO: A visit to Castel Sant’an-
gelo is usually not in the bucket list of rushy 
Roman travellers. That’s surprising, because 
few monuments can give the same  sense 
of the Roman history along the centuries.

Castel Sant’Angelo, formerly Adrian Emper-
or Mausoleum, is one of the most famous Ro-
man landmarks. And it’s just in front of you 
when walking along the tiber to Piazza Navo-
na or getting out from St Peter’s Cathedral.

Sant’ Angelo



PIAZZA NAVONA: Originally built as a stadi-
um in the first century for athletic contests and 
chariot races, Piazza Navona is lined with lux-
urious cafes and Baroque palaces and is the 
home to three lavish fountains. It was laid out 
in the 15th century on the ruins of the stadium. 

From 1650 to the late 19th century the square 
was sometimes flooded in summer and used 
for aquatic games and staged naval battles. 
The square still retains its oval shape. The 
obelisk at the far end of the picture came 
from Egypt and was originally in the Circus of 
Maxentius but later moved to Piazza Navona.

A modern piazza is a lively place, a place 
where both locals and tourists like to hang 
out. Artists gather in the square to paint and 
there are many entertainers and vendors sell-

ing souvenirs. At night the square is packed 
with people but if you want to really appre-
ciate the beauty of the square itself, it’s best 
to go in early morning to avoid the crowds.

Piazza Navona centers around three lavish 
fountains. The central fountain, Fontana Dei 
Quattro Fiumi, Four Rivers Fountain, is consid-
ered to be the most complex of all the fountains 
in Rome. It was created by Bernini in the early 
1650s and was so expensive that the bread 
tax was raised in order to cover its high cost. 

It represents four rivers: the Danube, the 
Ganges, the Nile, and the Rio de la Plata, 
each identifiable by the flora and fauna.
Facing the Fontana Dei Fiumi, the Sant’Ang-
ese in Agone Church in Piazza Navona was 
designed by Borromini, a rival of Bernini.

P iazza Navona
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SISTINE CHAPEL: Covered in frescoes by Michelangelo, the Sistine 
Chapel is truly one of the unmissable spots in Rome. There is some-
thing so unworldly about the celestial paintings in this Vatican church. 

The famous Sistine Chapel was built from 1473-1481 as both the pope’s 
private chapel and the venue for the election of the new pope by the car-
dinals. Michelangelo painted the famous ceiling and altar frescoes. 

Sistine Chapel
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THE PANTHEON: One of the most visited 
monuments in Rome is the Pantheon, an ar-
chitectural wonder that stands strong since 
ancient Roman times The mystical name 
of the Pantheon in Rome derives from the 
Greek adjective that means “honor all gods”. 

In fact,  the Pantheon was built as a temple ded-
icated to the worship of Pagan Roman gods. In 
609 A.D., Pope Boniface IV and emperor Phocas 
converted it into the Christian church we see 
nowadays. These days, the Pantheon in Rome cur-
rently conducts Mass on Saturdays and Sundays.

When entering the building from the porti-
co outside, you can’t see the original bronze 
decorations above the pillars. This is because 
the great Lorenzo used the material to cre-
ate the Baldacchino in St. Peter’s Basilica.  In 
addition to it’s importance in ancient Rome, 
the Pantheon in Rome is home to important 
tombs. In fact, the great Italian painter and ar-

chitect Raphael rests here. The inscription on 
his crypt translates to “In life, Nature feared to 
be outdone by him. In death, she feared too 
she would die.” As epitaphs go, it’s not bad!

The opening in the center is known as the oc-
ulus or “eye” in Latin. Despite its religious 
symbolism as the “window to the other world”, 
the purpose of the opening is of extreme 
importance for the engineering and stabil-
ity of the Pantheon. Also, the Oculus is the 
only source of natural light in the building.

On April 21st at noon (Rome’s birthday), a 
beam of sunlight enters through the Panthe-
on’s Oculus and exits through the grille above 
the entrance gate. As a result, the light passes 
through the grille and lights up a courtyard. To 
put into perspective how mind-blowing this is, 
think about how the ancient Romans built the 
Pantheon to create this effect 2,000 years ago.
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